
 

 

Launched in 1992, ENERGY STAR is the among the most successful public-private 

partnerships in U.S. history. A collaboration between the federal government and some 18,000 

private companies and organizations, it has helped drive technological advancement and 

commercialization of high-efficiency lighting, appliances, buildings and other products. In 2015 

alone, the program saved consumers and businesses over $34 billion, with products in almost 

half of American households. 

 

Run largely by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), ENERGY STAR is a voluntary 

labeling program that highlights products with strong efficiency performance. The iconic square 

blue label has become a universally known brand, recognized by more than 85 percent of the 

public, with consumers consistently ranking ENERGY STAR products higher than unlabeled 

products. The program’s success has led to its expansion from electronics and appliances to 

office equipment, lighting, new homes, commercial buildings and industrial plants. 

 

What’s the impact? 

 American households and businesses saved $430 billion on utility bills since 1992. 

 2.7 billion metric tons of greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions have been avoided since 

1992. 

 Americans purchased over 300 million ENERGY STAR certified products in 2015 

across more than 70 product categories, for a cumulative total exceeding 5.5 billion 

products. 

 Americans have saved $4.50 in lower utility bills for every $1 invested in energy 

efficiency through ENERGY STAR products. 

How does EPA decide on the criteria for each ENERGY STAR label? 

 

EPA establishes energy efficiency requirements and specifications for each product according 

to a set of overarching guiding principles. Qualified products must deliver the features and 

performance demanded by customers, and if they cost more than their conventional 

counterparts, consumers must be able to recover their investments through utility bill savings. 

The products must also employ energy efficiency technologies that are broadly available and 

offered by more than one manufacturer, among other requirements. 

 

Revised periodically, the specifications are generally updated when the market share of 

ENERGY STAR products in a particular category exceeds fifty percent. As a result, both ENERGY 

STAR qualifications and levels of energy efficiency have improved over the years. For example, 

an ENERGY STAR clothes washer consumes roughly 70 percent less energy and 75 percent 

less water today than a standard washer made twenty years ago. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.energystar.gov/index.cfm?fuseaction=estar_partner_list.showPartnerSearch
https://www.energystar.gov/index.cfm?fuseaction=estar_partner_list.showPartnerSearch
https://www.energystar.gov/sites/default/files/asset/document/ES_OverviewAchievements_040816-508.pdf
https://www.energystar.gov/sites/default/files/asset/document/ES_OverviewAchievements_040816-508.pdf
https://www.energystar.gov/index.cfm?fuseaction=home.downloadfile&file=F84267790DF5B5F22EB9D715BC7BEC4F2E6F21C078AD0D8DB716916D20CB04C3778CC40ABE8B9DBF508BE77DAD9A753D5EAA2CFC510D5530702AC176F23ACA67F51939211384A8256F097182F6234B80CC51C3BB639D51552DAB56D4A545B4EC0A1834599E2CC67FED80CAC1E997504293B84EC41C9D129FBE039474F3C98A8321B1284EE9213E9B9B52BC5BDE81FBE6&app_code=publications&env_name=other
https://www.energystar.gov/index.cfm?fuseaction=home.downloadfile&file=F84267790DF5B5F22EB9D715BC7BEC4F2E6F21C078AD0D8DB716916D20CB04C3778CC40ABE8B9DBF508BE77DAD9A753D5EAA2CFC510D5530702AC176F23ACA67F51939211384A8256F097182F6234B80CC51C3BB639D51552DAB56D4A545B4EC0A1834599E2CC67FED80CAC1E997504293B84EC41C9D129FBE039474F3C98A8321B1284EE9213E9B9B52BC5BDE81FBE6&app_code=publications&env_name=other
https://www.energystar.gov/index.cfm?fuseaction=home.downloadfile&file=F84267790DF5B5F22EB9D715BC7BEC4F2E6F21C078AD0D8DB716916D20CB04C3778CC40ABE8B9DBF508BE77DAD9A753D5EAA2CFC510D5530702AC176F23ACA67F51939211384A8256F097182F6234B80CC51C3BB639D51552DAB56D4A545B4EC0A1834599E2CC67FED80CAC1E997504293B84EC41C9D129FBE039474F3C98A8321B1284EE9213E9B9B52BC5BDE81FBE6&app_code=publications&env_name=other
https://www.energystar.gov/buildings/about-us/facts-and-stats
http://www.energystar.gov/index.cfm?c=products.pr_how_earn
https://www.nrdc.org/sites/default/files/efficient-clothes-dryers-IB.pdf


 
Are there different levels of ENERGY STAR qualifications? 

 

EPA recently developed an ENERGY STAR Most Efficient designation, which recognizes a 

superlative level of efficiency among products that qualify for the label. These products 

represent the cutting edge in energy efficiency technologies in a variety of categories. 

 

Who has adopted ENERGY STAR products and buildings, or formed partnerships with the 

program? 

 

 Millions of households and businesses have purchased ENERGY STAR qualified 

products and homes to save energy and money. 

 Thousands of major corporations and other private companies act as both suppliers 

and consumers of qualified products 

 Many utilities across the country partner with and rely upon ENERGY STAR ratings for 

homes, buildings, and appliances. 

 Federal agencies are required to buy only ENERGY STAR labeled products in certain 

categories, as directed by the Energy Policy Act of 2005. This significantly reduces 

federal spending. 

 Several cities and states use the ENERGY STAR Portfolio Manager system as the 

basis for the required rating and benchmarking of the energy performance of 

commercial and multifamily buildings. 

Not just for appliances and electronics – ENERGY STAR homes and buildings save too: 

 

More than 82,000 new homes have earned the ENERGY STAR label in 2015, bringing the total 

number of certified new homes to over 1.6 million. For individuals living in affordable housing, 

the savings make a difference. Since 2001, ENERGY STAR’s partnership with Houston Habitat 

for Humanity has helped build 640 new efficient homes that increase owners’ disposable 

income by $3,000 each year.  

 

And the savings don’t stop with the residential sector. Among the 450,000 commercial 

buildings benchmarked using ENERGY STAR Portfolio Manager®, more than 27,000 have 

earned ENERGY STAR certification. ENERGY STAR-certified commercial buildings have saved 

over $3.8 billion in energy costs between 1995 and 2015. The program’s Portfolio Manager 

helped more than 450,000 properties achieve an average of 2.4 percent annual savings by 

2015. K-12 schools are one of the largest groups of beneficiaries – with over 68,750 school 

buildings utilizing Portfolio Manager to save about $140,000 (per 800,000 square foot school 

district) on utility bills per year. 

 

Key Sources: ENERGY STAR Overview of 2015 Accomplishments; ENERGY STAR Partner 

Organizations; ENERGY STAR Facts and Stats 

 

 

http://www.energystar.gov/index.cfm?c=most_efficient.me_index
http://www.energystar.gov/buildings/facility-owners-and-managers/existing-buildings/use-portfolio-manager
https://www.energystar.gov/sites/default/files/asset/document/ES_OverviewAchievements_040816-508.pdf
https://www.energystar.gov/buildings/facility-owners-and-managers/existing-buildings/use-portfolio-manager
https://www.energystar.gov/buildings/about-us/how-can-we-help-you/build-energy-program/business-case
https://www.energystar.gov/index.cfm?fuseaction=home.downloadfile&file=F84267790DF5B5F22EB9D715BC7BEC4F2E6F21C078AD0D8DB716916D20CB04C3778CC40ABE8B9DBF508BE77DAD9A753D5EAA2CFC510D5530702AC176F23ACA67F51939211384A8256F097182F6234B80CC51C3BB639D51552DAB56D4A545B4EC0A1834599E2CC67FED80CAC1E997504293B84EC41C9D129FBE039474F3C98A8321B1284EE9213E9B9B52BC5BDE81FBE6&app_code=publications&env_name=other
https://www.energystar.gov/index.cfm?fuseaction=estar_partner_list.showPartnerSearch
https://www.energystar.gov/index.cfm?fuseaction=estar_partner_list.showPartnerSearch
https://www.energystar.gov/buildings/about-us/facts-and-stats

